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trains, trams and motor buses.
Soon we came to Takarazuka. It is a small
town, situated on the bank of a hilly rivulet,
surrounded by small hills. It is famous for its
opera-houses. At the entrance of the biggest opera-
house we paid thirty sens each and inside we
again booked tickets for thirty sens each to see
the performance. It is a four storied building.
It contains hotels, restaurants, a market and
a show room. As there is no class distinction,
the visitors can take their seats on any storey
they like. So we took our seats on the 3rd
storey. The entire vast hall was crowded to
suffocation, though the play had run for
several weeks. The peculiarity of this opera
is that girls appear in roles of both male
and female characters. No boy is allowed to
play on this stage.
After a few minutes the play began
with a Japanese song in chorus followed by
dances. They danced in both American
and Japanese styles* Their dances in
half-nude conditions were the worst imitation
of the Americans. But even at the time of
such dances there was pin-drop silence in the
vast hall. There was no smoking, no talks,
BO whisper even, in the hall. That testifies